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Sir: 



At least some of the claims in this continuation application (claim 1 for 

instance) are carried over from the parent case (Serial No. 09/652,323). As 

Applicants previously explained, claim 1 addresses reducing "the number of 

transitions between read transactions and write transactions." In the Examiner's 

Final Office Action dated June 2, 2003, the Examiner stated: 

6. In response to newly amended feature 'to reduce number of 
transitions between read transactions and write transaction' does 
not change scope of claims because once a read and a write 
transaction is being selected to read or write in a read and a write 
queue would reduce number of transactions in the queues. For 
example if there were N of transaction in the read and write queue. 
When a transaction is being selected to read or write the N of 
transaction would become N-1 of transactions. For this reason the 
rejection from previous office sustained. 

The Examiner appears to have misread claim 1. Claim 1 refers to reducing 
"transitions" between reads and writes, while the Examiner refers to reducing the 
number of "transactions." The Examiner's point appears to be that issuing a 
transaction from a queue naturally reduces the number of transactions in that 
queue. Agreed. Claim 1, however, refers to reducing transitions between read 
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transactions and write transactions. The Examiner is respectfully requested to 
consider this issue when revisiting the patentability of claim 1 . 
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